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By Chalmers M. Roberts
Washington Post Staff Writer
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The man considered most
.responsible. for the develpp-
iment  of China’s nuclear
i tipped misSile used to be a de-
"vote of the National Sympho-
ny Orchestra in Washington’s
. Constitution Hall.

He is Chien Hsueh-shen, the
‘China-born son of .a' prosper-
‘ous  Shanghai businessman,
‘who will be 57 next month.
He was the winner of a scho-
ilarship, in pre- Communist
lyears, whieh brought him to
{the United States to enhance
Ithe scientific brainpower now
at the service of Mao Tse-
ltung.

{ Chien received a master of
iscience degree in aeronautical
.engincering from the Massa-
chusctts Institute of Technolo-
gy -and a Ph.D., magna cum
laude, from the California In-
stitute of Techhology. He was
‘a {ull professor of acronau-

© ties, aged 34, at MIT Jin 1946

after having taught earlier at
.Cal Tech where he caught the
-attention of Theodore von
‘Karman, ‘one ‘of America’s
.most brilliant mathemaficians.

Von Xarmen took Chien
along when he went to Ger-
‘many just before VE day te
dlearn the secrets “of. Nazi

the German work on the A-10,|who fail to see all virtue in
a trans-oceanic successor to|‘Mao's
the buzz bomb which had|been no sign that Chien or
wracked London from the|any of his fellow workers in
the nuclear and missile fields
have been affected by the
h dt : “great cultural revolution.”
puony and to write a set of Chien became director of
—Science as the Key to- Air|China's nuclear research pro-
Supremacy.” This document|8ram with special reference to
was the basis of the American | rocketry. _Ar'ound him he gath-
missile program in succeeding|€red China's best scientific
years. Chien at the time was ;mnds. H;S ‘aldt?ts ?ad degrglfs‘
1 P t infor-|from such institutions as the
cleared for top secret infor Universities” of Paris, Berlin,
In 1950 after Mao captured|Edinburgh,
mainland China, Chien decid-|Manchester to Purdue, the
ed to return home but was Umvers}ty of‘ California and
intercepted at San Pedro, Ca-|the Soviet Union's Institute of
lif, by FBI agents following|Nuclear Research at Dubna.
if,, by 8 £ In all, the best estimates

eight trunkloads of books and|are that something like 1300

. N : to’ 2000 engineers and 500 to
papers he had tried to ship on 750 scientists have been con-

Chien. was considered too|tinuously employed in China’s

hot to let ‘go back to Commu.|huclear program, .
nist China because of what hie! By ai L indications, Chien is] haag d°.°."*d?'?‘ °?A'”°'75‘?'__

Continent.
. .Chien came back to Wash-
ington to listen to the sym-

volumes called “New Horizons

mation.

the seizure in Honolulu of

‘ahead. . -

knew., To make a living he re-

turned for five chafirg years
to Cal Tich until American of-
ficials' judged his secret
knowledge to have become!l
dated. Finally in 1955 he went'
home, declaring he wanted to:
help build a new nation 50!

1that the' Chinese “may live

with honor, happiness and inf

‘peace.” . ;
{ In China he flourished. He:
Jjoined the Communist Party,i

-campaigned against “reaction-:
.aries” and denounced some of
his” colleagues for ideological
impurity, advising them that -
‘technical knowledge was’
‘pointless unless guided by.
;Mao's political directives. '

thoughts.” There has
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CHIEN HSUEH-SHEN :
+++ Natlonal Symphony fan -

the key missile man. His for<
mer American colleagues have
recalled him as abrasive and
intellectually arrogant.

Music was his. relaxation.
He married a beautiful Chi-
nese girl who had sung in the.
Berlin opera. The Western
music of his past preference
has now. been banned in Chi-
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